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A new set of district lines in the state Assembly and Senate are improved from an initial draft, Gov. Andrew Cuomo said today, but he will still break out his veto pen unless lawmakers pass a statute to reform the redistricting system.

Late last night, state lawmakers released their (apparent) final set of district lines in the form of a bill with a block-by-block description of each seat, but a map of how the districts are laid out has yet to be made available.

Cuomo, who criticized the Assembly Democratic and Senate GOP’s draft plans as “hyperpolitical” and vowed to veto them, said lawmakers have made progress.

“They put forth lines. They consulted with my people in redoing the lines,” he said on Fred Dicker’s Talk 1300-AM radio show in Albany. “They made changes. The lines are far from perfect, but I believe they made progress on the lines.”

Lawmakers also released language for a proposed constitutional amendment, which would establish an independent, 10-member panel to redraw congressional and state district lines once each decade, but would allow the Legislature to reshape the proposal if it rejects the panel’s lines twice.

Cuomo said the proposed amendment “does not go far enough.” He said his negotiations with lawmakers are now focusing on a statute that would go further than the amendment, specifically on what to do when the Legislature rejects the panel’s proposals. A constitutional amendment requires passage by two separately elected Legislatures, as well as through a public referendum.

“It does not go far enough as a constitutional amendment, so to make the entire arrangement work you need a statute that would handle the situation in case they don’t vote a second time for the constitutional amendment because there’s not a lot of trust out there, as you can imagine,” Cuomo said. “And it also has to address issues that the constitutional amendment poses—what happens if this structure doesn’t work and it goes back to the Legislature?”

In the meantime, Cuomo vowed to veto the Legislature’s new lines unless a statute and amendment are passed. Previously, he had vowed to veto any lines drawn by a non-independent entity.

“The statute goes further than the constitutional amendment,” Cuomo said. “And yes, without the statute, I’m going to veto the lines.”

While Cuomo was on Dicker’s show, former New York City Mayor Ed Koch reiterated his call for Cuomo to veto any lines drawn by lawmakers. Koch had lawmakers sign a pledge during election season promising to create an independent redistricting process for 2012.

“We have not yet seen the proposal which was prepared in secret by a committee of self-interested legislators,” Koch said in a statement. “These are exactly the circumstances under which Governor Andrew Cuomo has said over and over again that he would stand up to the legislative leaders and use his power of veto.”
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